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working for this U.S.-Russian relationship
that we treasure so much.

I salute everybody in this room and else-
where who had a hand in completing this
historic treaty. I raise my glass to toast a
strong future between Russia and the United
States, to toast President and Mrs. Yeltsin,
dear friends, and to toast this new year, a
new year of hope, freedom, and peace for
the Russian people.

Good luck and may God bless you all.

Note: The President spoke at approximately
7:05 p.m. in the Winter Garden Room at the
Kremlin. A tape was not available for ver-
ification of the content of these remarks.

The President’s News Conference
With President Boris Yeltsin in
Moscow
January 3, 1993

Mr. Kostikov. Ladies and gentlemen, let
us consider that the press conference is open.

First, we’ll give the floor to the Presidents
of Russia and the United States for brief
statements, and then we’ll hold our press
conference. The first floor is to President
Yeltsin.

President Yeltsin. President George
Bush, Mrs. Bush, members of the delega-
tions, representatives of mass media, ladies
and gentlemen:

It is not every century that history gives
us an opportunity to witness and participate
in the event that is so significant in scale and
consequences. Today, the Presidents of the
two great powers, the United States and Rus-
sia, have signed the treaty on further radical
cuts in strategic offensive arms of Russia and
the United States, START II.

In its scale and importance, the treaty goes
further than all other treaties ever signed in
the field of disarmament. This treaty is the
triumph for politicians and diplomats of Rus-
sia and the United States. It is also an
achievement for all mankind and benefits all
peoples of the Earth. The START II treaty
becomes the core of the system of global se-
curity guarantees.

The scale of this treaty is determined by
a number of factors. Its historical factor is
that in the course of all its previous history,
mankind was arming itself and just dreamed

of beating the swords into plowshares. The
treaty signed today represents a major step
towards fulfilling mankind’s centuries-old
dream of disarmament.

Its political factor is that the treaty we have
signed today belongs to a new epoch. This
treaty was concluded by two friendly states,
by partners who not only trust each other
but also assist each other. It testifies to our
joint and determined movement towards a
new world order.

From the very outset the new democratic
Russian state has been pursuing a policy of
building equal partnership with the United
States. Today, we have every right to say that
relations between the two major powers have
undergone a genuine revolution. Its political
factor lies also in the fact that during the last
decade of the 20th century and at the turn
of the 21st century, the START II treaty will
affect policies not only of the United States
and Russia but of other countries of the
world as well. The START II treaty estab-
lished parameters of possible political agree-
ments in other spheres of interaction among
states.

Thus, the military factor is determined by
the scale of mutual reductions in nuclear
arms. By comparison with the START I Trea-
ty, every state will have to reduce and destroy
the number of strategic offensive warheads
by approximately a threefold magnitude.

The deepest cuts will affect those cat-
egories of arms which are of greatest concern
to the parties and the world. For the United
States these are submarine-launched ballistic
missiles and heavy bombers, and for Russia,
land-based intercontinental ballistic missiles,
ICBM’s. This reduces drastically the level of
danger, military mistrust, and suspicion.

We opened up real prospects for coopera-
tion based on trust between people in mili-
tary uniform, between people with military
discipline and military thinking. Thus, the
START II treaty will change and gradually
replace the very psychology of confrontation.

At the same time, as President and su-
preme commander in chief, I can say with
absolute certainty the signed treaty strength-
ens the security of Russia rather than weak-
ens it. I think that President Bush can make
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a similar statement concerning the security
of the United States.

The implementation of the new treaty will
not be economically destructive for Russia.
We have made most of our calculations, and
they show that the proposed reductions
would cost us much less than the mere main-
tenance of nuclear weapon systems in a safe
condition. We save seriously on verification
and inspections, two of the most expensive,
to put it mildly, items of expenditures. The
new character of Russian-U.S. relations
makes it possible for us to substantially sim-
plify verification procedures while ensuring
their reliability.

We expect to cut and to cut considerably
the cost of the physical destruction of arma-
ments. We have agreed with the United
States to cooperate in developing and apply-
ing appropriate technologies. Thus, the ex-
penditures under this then will in fact be
shared equally. This will enable us to elimi-
nate our nuclear weapons not with a delay
of several years but in parallel with the
United States in accordance with the sched-
ule provided for in the treaty.

In the context of the present economic cri-
sis, it would be difficult for us to keep the
pace without outside assistance. The U.S.
Congress has made a decision to support
Russia in the destruction of these nuclear
warheads.

Its moral factor will manifest itself in the
fact that the treaty gives all mankind the hope
for a nuclear-weapons-free world. The high
moral value of the treaty is that we will be
able to hand over to our children, the chil-
dren of the 21st century, a more secure
world. I would call this treaty a treaty of
hope.

As to the purely diplomatic aspect of this
START II treaty that has just been signed,
it will undoubtedly go down into the history
of diplomacy as an example of using the po-
tential of the partners who are waiting to
overcome the heritage of animosity and con-
frontation.

As you may recall, it took 15 years to pre-
pare the first START Treaty. The elaboration
of START II, which is of considerably great
magnitude, took several months. But there
was absolutely no rush in the process. Natu-
rally, this reflects above all the high level of

confidence and mutual understanding
achieved between the United States and Rus-
sia, between the Presidents of the two coun-
tries. It gives great impetus to the world di-
plomacy as well.

Today, I would like to express the hope
that the diplomatic services of the United
States and Russia, diplomats of European
countries, will double or even triple their ef-
forts in order to settle conflicts that are of
concern to the world.

I would like to focus on another important
aspect, the personal stand of President
George Bush, who is our guest, being on a
working visit with us. I would like to pay trib-
ute to my colleague and friend, George. His
remarkable personal and political qualities
and competence have contributed to a suc-
cessful transition from the cold war to a new
world order.

I am grateful to him for all he has done
to establish new relations between Russia
and the United States, for his solidarity and
support during the push for the FREEDOM
Support Act, for the START II treaty. Thank
you, George.

I consider it of fundamental importance
that the future President of the United
States, Mr. Clinton, fully supported the con-
clusion of the START II treaty. We can with-
out delay proceed to the direct implementa-
tion of this instrument and consider further
steps to strengthen global stability, the sys-
tem of global protection, and international
security.

President Bush and I have maintained reg-
ular contacts with President-elect Clinton.
Today’s signing ceremony would not have
taken place had there been the slightest rea-
son to doubt his solidarity with our endeav-
ors.

I would like to personally thank the most
active participants in this process and above
all the President of the United States, who
personally took part in the elaboration and
polishing of the text of the treaty. And I
would say we spoke often. And it was a rare
week that we did not speak on the phone
in the last few weeks.

I am also grateful personally to Mr. Scow-
croft, who took an active participation in the
consideration of this subject, and to Jimmy
Baker, of course, who treated globally the
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1 START II (White House correction).

entire subject of the treaty and was mainly
responsible for this breakthrough. And finally
I am grateful to Mr. Eagleburger, who on
the finishing line darted with boldness and
practically initialed the draft treaty there.

I’m thankful also to the experts, to analysts
and consultants, and also to the leaders of
our delegation, to Mr. Kozyrev and Grachev
and the other 48 experts who work very hard
for us to come today to the signing of this
treaty, the SALT II 1 treaty.

I’m also grateful to all the journalists, press
people, who kept their hand constantly on
the pulse of this subject and who did not
manage to criticize the treaty before it was
signed.

I do believe that there is no reasonable
alternative to the policy of friendly partner-
ship between Russia and the United States.
Strategic partnership relations serve the fun-
damental national interests of the two coun-
tries and of the international community as
a whole. I am deeply confident that the sign-
ing of the START II treaty opens new prom-
ising prospects for the peoples of our coun-
tries. I’m certain that this day will be a mile-
stone in this process.

Thank you.
Mr. Kostikov. I thank you. And now I pass

the floor to the President of the United
States, George Bush.

President Bush. Mr. President and Mr.
Vice President, Mr. Prime Minister, Minister
of Justice, Minister of Defense, Minister of
Foreign Affairs, representatives of the Rus-
sian and American delegations, and distin-
guished guests:

We meet at the beginning of a new year,
at a moment that is also a new era for our
two nations and for the world. For half of
this century , the Soviet Union and the
United States stood locked in a nuclear
standoff. For our two nations and for the
world, cold war, hot words, and the constant
threat of war seemed imminent, indeed, at
times inevitable.

The time that we might meet as friends
and the time that we might meet in freedom
seemed distant, indeed a dream. Today, the
cold war is over and for the first time in his-
tory an American President has set foot in

a democratic Russia. And together we’re now
embarked on what must be the noblest mis-
sion of all: to turn an adversarial relationship
into one of friendship and partnership.

We stand together today in this great city
at the threshold of a new world of hope, a
widening circle of freedom for us and for our
children. This historic opportunity would
simply not have been possible without our
combined common effort.

Mr. President, I salute you for your unwav-
ering commitment to democratic reform and
for the history you’ve written since the heroic
day in August ’91 when you climbed atop
that tank to defend Russia’s democratic des-
tiny. And I also want to salute the heroism
of the Russian people themselves, for it is
they who will determine that Russia’s demo-
cratic course is irreversible.

Today, as we meet on Russian soil, home
to 1,000 years of heritage and history, to a
people rich in scientific and creative talent,
I want to assure the Russian people on behalf
of all Americans, we understand that Russia
faces a difficult passage. We are with you in
your struggle to strengthen and secure demo-
cratic rights, to reform your economy, to
bring to every Russian city and village a new
sense of hope and the prospect of a future
forever free.

Let me say clearly, we seek no special ad-
vantage from Russia’s transformation. Yes,
deep arms reductions, broader and deeper
economic ties, expanded trade with Russia,
all are in the interest of my country. But
they’re equally in the interest of the Russian
people. Our future is one of mutual advan-
tage.

We seek a new relationship of trust be-
tween our military forces. They once con-
fronted each other across Europe’s great di-
vide, and let them now come together in the
cause of peace. We seek full cooperation to
employ our collective capabilities to help re-
solve crises around the world. We seek a new
cooperation between the U.S. and Russia and
among all states to prevent the spread of nu-
clear weapons and other weapons of mass
destruction.

The world looks to us to consign the cold
war to history, to ratify our new relationship
by reducing the weapons that concentrate
the most destructive power known to man.
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The treaty we signed today builds on the
strong beginning we made with START I,
and, together, these treaties will reduce by
more than two-thirds the strategic arsenals
in place today. And just as important, START
II will bring much better stability to remain-
ing forces.

This agreement represents a common ef-
fort to overcome the contentious differences
and complexities that surround nuclear
weapons. In the face of many who doubted
Russia and America’s intentions and our en-
ergy, it vindicates our insistence that arms
control must do more than simply freeze the
arms race in place.

The START Treaty, START I, reduced a
quarter century of growth in our nuclear ar-
senals and reversed the course that caused
many to fear that nuclear conflagration was
inevitable. The treaty that we signed today
goes much further in a way that few believed
possible just one year ago.

May I congratulate Messrs. Kozyrev and
Grachev and Eagleburger for their outstand-
ing work to bring this treaty to fruition. And
I also want to congratulate former Secretary
of State Jim Baker for his important work
on the treaty during the spring and summer.

In closing, let me tell you what this treaty
means, not for Presidents or Premiers, not
for historians or heads of state, but for par-
ents and for their children: It means a future
far more free from fear.

So, as we sign today this treaty, let us
pledge also to move forward together
throughout this decade and into the next cen-
tury toward common aims: for Russia, a
democratic peace; for our two nations, a
strong partnership between our people and
the lasting friendship that springs from a
common love of freedom.

And Mr. President, may I wish you and
the Russian people at this critical moment
in history a new year rich with hope and
peace.

Bosnia
Q. Mr. President, both of you, each of you

spoke about moving on to other areas of con-
cern as a result of having achieved this kind
of a treaty. Can you give us in some detail
what your discussions were with regard to
the situation in Bosnia, what you see achiev-

able there and what differences separate
you?

President Bush. Well, we discussed that
question in some detail. Our prime common
objective is to see the suffering stop and see
the fighting stop. I can’t go into—I certainly
wouldn’t want to quantify what differences
we may have, but I came away with the feel-
ing that we were very close together, these
two countries, in wanting to see peace re-
stored to that area.

President Yeltsin. I would like to con-
tinue the answer of President Bush, because
the question was raised to both Presidents.
We discussed a very wide range of issues,
and I would say we have cleaned up all of
the problems remaining after the conclusion
of this important agreement, and the conclu-
sion of this important period which is
crowned with an historic event and the visit
by President Bush to our country.

We also considered the course of the re-
forms in Russia and the problems related to
the new government, whether it will con-
tinue along the road of reforms. And I as-
sured the President that this is not a new
government, and it is the old composition
government. And the chairman of the gov-
ernment himself will go on the same road
of reforms.

We have also considered the problems of
bilateral relations and the foreign debt of the
former Soviet Union, the grain supplies,
international conflicts, including the conflict
in the former Yugoslavia, and our positions
are close. We previously supported the
United States in adopting the U.N. resolution
on the subject, and we shall continue this
line and try at the same time to continue
the line for establishing peace among all par-
ties and to be more active in this area than
we have been heretofore.

We have also discussed military issues, in-
cluding the issue of whether the SALT II
Treaty is harmful to anyone or at anyone’s
disadvantage. Then we came to the conclu-
sion that it does not harm either side and
does not harm any third party. It is only to
the advantage of everyone. Thus, our nego-
tiations were businesslike, respectful, and
open, as always.
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START II Ratification
Q. Boris Nikolayevich, you have just

signed the START II treaty, and you will
have to ratify it into Parliament. If in the
past there were difficulties mainly in the U.S.
Congress, now you may face certain difficul-
ties on the part of certain delegates or a num-
ber of Russian deputies. So, what are in your
view the prospects for the ratification of the
treaty?

President Yeltsin. I am not going to con-
ceal from you that a certain part of the depu-
ties is against the treaty. And they are against
anything positive that should take place in
Russia. So, complete negation is their posi-
tion. You could consider what they are, be-
cause they support Iraq and its aggression.
So you understand who they represent.

And finally, I would say that, fortunately,
they do not represent the majority of the Su-
preme Soviet, as most of the Supreme Soviet
deputies believe in reason, and of course,
they believe in the significance of this treaty.

The number—many delegates, deputies,
were in Geneva themselves. They took part
in the negotiations. And the Chairman of the
Foreign Relations Committee has always
been here with us. So if there are any dif-
ficulties with the ratification of this START
II treaty, still I am certain that the Supreme
Soviet will ratify it.

President-Elect Clinton
Q. Mr. President, how confident are you

that the treaty that you’re now going to be
turning over to a new administration will
be—that it will be ratified by the Senate?
And, Mr. Yeltsin, I’d like to know your
thoughts on how awkward is it for you to
find yourself suddenly having to deal with
a new President in Washington?

President Bush. Clearly, I’m not in a posi-
tion to commit President-elect Clinton, but
I can confidently predict that this treaty will
be quickly ratified by the Congress.

Butting in on the second part of your ques-
tion, I’ve talked to President-elect Clinton
enough to know that he is most interested
in keeping this U.S.-Russia relationship on
the high plane at which it stands right now.
And I’ve told President Yeltsin that I think
he will enjoy working with Governor Clinton
and that I know that Governor Clinton is

committed to the general theory of these
arms reductions that START II takes on.

President Yeltsin. I met with President-
elect Clinton when I was on my official state
visit to the United States and when Mr. Clin-
ton at that time was a Presidential candidate.
We discussed in our meetings different
things. The discussions were normal, inter-
esting, and he voiced his support for Russia,
for the democratic reforms in Russia, and for
our movement along the democratic road.

Two days ago I sent him a letter where
I proposed that there should be no lull in
our relations with the new administration,
because any lull in bilateral relations between
the superpowers would give cause for con-
cern.

I suggested on the phone to President
Bush that after the 20th of January, we—
that is, myself and President-elect Clinton—
should meet somewhere in a neutral place
for a working meeting to consider different
international problems and bilateral rela-
tions. And I hope that he will take over the
baton that was given to him with such grace
by President Bush.

Russian Nuclear Shield

Q. This is the question to, mainly, the Rus-
sian President. I ask you, Boris Nikolayevich,
to expand a little bit on that part of your
statement where you say that the signing of
the treaty will not be harmful to the strategic
and military balance existing between the
United States and Russia as certain of our
conservatives assert, and that the nuclear
shield of Russia will not be weakened. This
is a question to you not only to the President
of the country but also as to the commander
in chief.

President Yeltsin. Shall I give you the
numbers? As of January 1st, we have 9,915
strategic nuclear warheads. According to the
new START II Treaty, there will be 3,000,
3,500 warheads left, 3,000 to 3,500 warheads.
This number is not possessed by any other
single state, only by the United States and
Russia. I express—not a single other state,
including nuclear powers like China, Great
Britain, and France. This is a powerful shield
which is capable of defending Russia in case
of an unexpected aggression from any site.
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President Bush. May I simply add that
we do not view this as a one-sided treaty at
all. We view it as balanced, and I think that
history will record it as such.

Mr. Fitzwater. Let’s have a final question
from Ann Compton [ABC News].

U.S. Assistance to Russia
Q. President Bush, do you think that the

START II—START I and II can be ratified
and implemented if the United States doesn’t
come forward with, or even increase the
amount of aid that some of the other coun-
tries need to actually dismantle the weapons
they’ve got?

President Bush. I think the ratification
will stand on its own two feet. The Congress
will look at it, and in my view they’ll have
hearings, and they’ll ratify it. And clearly, we
all have a stake at helping and being sure
that the materials are properly disposed of,
and the United States will be ready to assist
to the best of our ability. But I don’t see
a resolution to that second question being
required before this treaty is ratified.

I’m sorry, what was the second question?
Q. Can it be implemented? Doesn’t the

United States have to come up with more
money to actually have the missiles at the
silos?

President Bush. The treaty and the proto-
cols speak for themselves. But clearly, I think
the new administration will be as interested
as we have been in helping Russia in every
way we possibly can. I expect that it’ll get
to that subject as well as it will to ag credits
and a lot of other things. So I think that the
treaty will be ratified, and I think it will be
implemented. And to the degree the United
States can be of assistance when times are
tough for Russia, that will demonstrate our
interest in this partnership when we help.

Note: The President’s 141st news conference
began at 12:15 p.m. in Vladimir’s Hall at the
Kremlin. President Yeltsin spoke in Russian,
and his remarks were translated by an inter-
preter. Vyacheslav Kostikov, Presidential
Press Spokesman for President Yeltsin, served
as moderator. During the news conference,
the following people were referred to: Andrey
Kozyrev, Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs,
and Pavel Grachev, Russian Minister of De-

fense. The question-and-answer portion of
this news conference could not be verified be-
cause the tape was incomplete.

Proclamation 6520—National Good
Teen Day, 1993
December 23, 1992

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The passage between childhood and adult-

hood constitutes one of the most eventful
stages of our life’s journey. The teen years
are as challenging as they are exciting, and
at a time when young Americans are facing
more serious pressures than ever before—
from substance abuse and violence to sexual
promiscuity and dropping out of school—it
is fitting that we set aside this day to reaffirm
the unique, God-given potential of every
teenager.

Today millions of American teenagers are
setting examples for others by demonstrating
love and respect for their parents, by meeting
their responsibilities at home and in school,
by participating in their places of worship,
and by showing consideration and concern
for their classmates and neighbors. They are
also enjoying the rewards of voluntary service
to others, thereby contributing to our com-
munities and Nation as Points of Light.
These teens are making the most of their tal-
ents and opportunities and, through their de-
termination and hard work, are building the
foundation for a bright future.

It is vital that we recognize and reinforce
good behavior among teens and instill in
every child a positive sense of responsibility,
self-control, and self-worth. The pursuit of
freedom and independence is characteristic
of adolescence. Yet, while most adolescents
demand increasing autonomy, they also con-
tinue to need and seek their parents’ reassur-
ance, guidance, and support. For teenagers
who are struggling to cope with the many
physical and emotional changes of adoles-
cence, as well as the external pressures that
weigh so heavily on young people today, such
encouragement and guidance are essential.
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